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Guide to the James P. Leake collection 
 

Collection Summary 
 
 

Creator: James P. Leake. M.D. 
Title: James P. Leake collection 
Date(s): 1890-1967 (inclusive) 
Extent: 1 record carton 
Language: English 
Repository: Historical Collection, Institute of the History of Medicine, Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine 
 
Biographical/Historical note 
 

James Payton Leake, M.D. (1881-1979) was a physician affiliated with the U.S. Public 
Health Service from 1909-1945, serving as Medical Director from 1935-1945. 
 
Scope and Contents 
 
Printed material and artifacts collected by James P. Leake on the subjects of infectious 
disease, public health, and the United States Public Health Service.  
 
Permissions 
 

Some published materials within copyright protections.  
 
Arrangement  
 

The collection is arranged into three series: Published Materials, Unpublished Materials, 
and Artifacts. Original order is maintained within each series.  
 
Provenance 
Gift of Philip C. Craven, M.D., 2025 
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Collection Contents 
 
 
Box 1  
 
 

PUBLISHED MATERIALS 
 
Folder 1 
 
Lead hazards, by J.P. Leake, (Reprinted from the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, vol. 89, October 1, 1927). 
 
Public Health Reports, by the United States Public Health Service (volume 42, 
number 4, January 28, 1927). Copy 1 : With 5 pages of typewritten notes, 
potentially as part of the revision process. Copy 2 : With extensive handwritten 
annotations, on cover. 
 
The vaccination scar as an index of immunity, by J.P. Leake and Stanley Thomas 
(reprinted from the Journal of the American Medical Association, volume 87, 
October 2, 1926). 
 
The immunity following smallpox vaccination, by J.P. Leake (reprinted from The 
military surgeon, October 1923). 
 
Smallpox and vaccination, by J.P. Leake and John N. Force (reprinted from the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, volume 81, September 29, 1923). 
 
Public Health Reports, by the United States Public Health Service (volume 35, 
number 38, September 17, 1920). 
 
Inoculation of alastrim or West Indian smallpox, by J.P. Leake and J.N. Force 
(reprinted from the Proceedings of the Society for Experimental Biology and 
Medicine, 1921). 
 
Hygienic Laboratory Bulletin (no. 110, September 1917). 
 
Bacterial vaccine therapy, by James P. Leake (reprinted from the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, vol. LXIX, August 25, 1917). 
 
A method of producing tetanus toxin, by John F. Anderson and James P. Leake 
(reprinted from the Journal of Medical Research, volume XXXIII, no. 2, 
November 1915). 
 
 
 
Folder 2 
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Public Health Reports, by the United States Public Health Service (volume 36, 
number 33, August 19, 1921). 
 
Hygienic Laboratory Bulletin (no. 111, 1918). 
 
Hygienic Laboratory Bulletin (no. 123, February 1921). 
 
Poliomyelitis following vaccination against this disease, by J.P. Leake (reprinted 
from the Journal of the American Medical Association, vol. 105, December 28, 
1935). 
 
Poliomyelitis : present knowledge and its bearing on control, by J.P. Leake 
(reprinted from the Journal of the American Medical Association, vol. 107, 
October 3, 1936). 
 
Bromide intoxication : its relation to the content of bromide in blood and the 
barrier permeability to bromide, by S. Katzenelbogen, H. Goldsmith, and Paul L. 
White (reprinted from the American Journal of Psychiatry, vol. XIII, no. 3, 
November 1933). 

 
Ophthalmic consultations, by Lawrence T. Post (reprinted from the Published 
Proceedings of the International Medical Assembly Meeting at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, October 12-16, 1936). 

 
Public Health Reports, by the United States Public Health Service (volume 
XXVII, number 35, August 30, 1912). 
 
Folder 3 
 
Smallpox or variola, by James P. Leake (reprinted from Medical Clinics of North 
America, May 1943). 
 
Public Health Reports, by the United States Public Health Service (volume 56, 
number 39, September 26, 1941). 
 
The medical officer : Supplement for public vaccinators (March 25, 1922). 
 
Vaccination, by James P. Leake (reprinted from the New England Journal of 
Medicine, vol. 202, no. 20, May 15, 1930). 
 
Smallpox and vaccination (Bulletin no. 1137, c1928 by Johnson & Johnson). 
 
Memorandum from U.S. Public Health Service, about “Reprint No. 1137 
(Revised 1946) from Public health reports Questions and answers on smallpox 
and vaccination” (postmarked July 13, 1946, per handwritten annotation). 
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UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS 
 
Folder 1 
 
Articles/pamphlets by James P. Leake : November 1915 through 1967 (Polly, 
1974) 
 
Commissioned Officers Association of the United States Public Health Service 
office memorandum, from Henry F. Canby to Dr. Leake, Dr. Cronin, and Mr. 
Foster, about Public Health Service insignia (dated May 19, 1954). 
 
Commissioned Officers Association of the United States Public Health Service 
office memorandum, from Wilma J. Frederick to James P. Leake, about the 
Department Seal, no. 54-2 (dated May 26, 1954). 
 
Letter from R.C. Williams (of the State of Georgia Department of Public Health) 
to James P. Leake, about the daughter of Dr. Kinyoun. 
 
Commissioned Officers Association Executive Committee Meeting Agenda (June 
8, 1954). 
 
Photograph of Herring, Marshall Guthrie, J. Dunn, and James P. Leake, staff of 
Hospital Ellis Island #2, USPHS, 1910. 
 
Undated photograph of 4 unidentified men (3 in business suits, 1 in a uniform). 
 
The sleepy death, by Paul de Kruif (article from Country Gentleman, March 
1934). 
 
U.S. Public Health Service organizational chart (July 1, 1932). 
 
Letter to Smith from W. Holmes (dated January 15, 1890). 
 
Proof of advertisement from the Journal of the American Medical Association 
(The men who made Tice’s practice of medicine : practical men representative of 
the best medical thought and training in the country), undated. 
 
Contract between James P. Leake (author) and W.F. Prior Company, Inc. 
(publisher), for an article on Cerebrospinal fever (dated April 29, 1918). 
 
Tice’s practice of medicine (advertisement, single sheet folded to create 8 panels), 
undated. 
 
Report of the Council on Drugs and the Council on Foods and Nutrition on the 
efficacy and safety of fluoridation of public water supplies (1957?). 
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Memorandum from R.C. Williams, Assistant Surgeon General, to J.P. Leake, 
about “a publication relating to smallpox that could be read and understood by the 
general public” (dated November 7, 1927). 
 
10,3000,000 vaccinations for smallpox without a single reported case of syphilis 
(press release, ultimately printed in the Public Health Reports, vol. 42, no. 9, 
March 4, 1927). 
 
Polio and the family (typewritten, carbon copy), with Summary of short article on 
poliomyelitis for Parents Magazine. 
 
Folder 2 
 
Draft articles for the Encyclopaedia Brittanica on Smallpox, by James P. Leake 
(1967? – multiple drafts) 

 
Leake writes re: Current vaccination against poliomyelitis, undated. 

 
Suggested outline of presentation : Smallpox (undated) 
 
Letter from Senior Surgeon J.P. Leake to Mrs. Harold A. Littledale (editor of 
Parents’ Magazine), about wording of a passage on the incubation of 
poliomyelitis (dated June 19, 1933). 
 
Folder 3 
 
Article on Cerebrospinal fever, by J.P. Leake, for Tice’s Practice of medicine 
(draft? – with handwritten annotations, throughout, and an extensive 
bibliography), undated. 
 
 
ARTIFACTS (PRINT) 
 
Folder 1 
 
Newspaper clippings (very brittle) : 
 
Turnout for vaccine shows old phobia gone (by Tom O’Hara, from the New York 
Herald Tribune, April 20, 1947). 
 
Text of Churchill’s address (of May 13, 1945). 
 
Folder 2 
 
Country gentleman (full issue for March 1934, including an article that mentions 
James P. Leake, beginning on page 18). 
 
Folder 3 
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Vaccination prevents smallpox (yellow poster). 
 
Description of pictures, copied March 3, 1935. 
 
Vaccination prevents smallpox (white poster, with 3 photographs). 
 
3 photographs of smallpox patients, with captions. 
 
 
Envelope of “St. Louis sleeping sickness clippings, one newspaper pix of JPL, 
1935”. 
 
Press release from the Public Health Service, about republishing of The diagnosis 
of smallpox, by Thomas F. Ricketts and John B. Byles (dated March 17, 1967). 
 
National Library of Medicine News (vol. XXII, no. 3, March 1967). 
 
Letter from Ann Moak (a Secretary in the United States Public Health Service, 
Office of The Surgeon General) to Mrs. James P. Leake, about “photostat copy of 
the letter [Mrs. Parran] had in mind from the Assistant Secretary of State and the 
Vice Consul at Cali, Columbia, commending Doctor Leake’s work” (dated 
September 17, 1940). With Photostat of a letter from Breckenridge Long (on 
behalf of the Secretary of State) to Paul V. McNutt (an administrator for the 
Federal Security Agency) (dated April 26, 1940) & Photostat of a letter from 
Arthur R. Williams (American Vic Consul to the American Embassy, Bogota) to 
the Secretary of State (dated March 29, 1940).  
 
 

ARTIFACTS (NONPRINT) 
 
In Medal of Honor cigar box : 
 
20cc syringe and needle (by Becton Dickinson & Co.), wrapped in a linen 
handkerchief. 
 
15cc syringe and needle (by Becton Dickinson & Co.), in a burgundy cardboard 
box. 
 
Magnifying glass. 
 
Glaseptic ampolues no. 50, amyl nitirite, 3, 1 ½” needles (by Parke, Davis & Co.). 
 
Firth-Brearly stainless steel hypodermic needles, 12, ½” needle with needle wires 
(by MacGregor Instrument Co.). 
 
Handmade reflex hammer. 
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In red cardboard box : 
 
Bowles stethoscope (by G.P. Pilling & Son) (disassembled – rubber tubing and 
parts). 
 
Blue litmus paper squibb strips (by E.R. Squibb & Sons). 
 
Tycos Etched-Stem Thermometer No.21,493 5 1/2  Range 95 to 205 degrees C. in 
wood case (for autoclave control?) (by Taylor Instrument Companies). 
 
Glass pipette “11 U.S. 1928” 10 divisions, wrapped in a gray handkerchief. 
 
Permex glass luer syringe 2cc (by Eisele & Co.) and 1/4cc tuberculin syringe, in a 
green cardboard box. 
 
Yale barker spinal needle, hyperchrome rustless steel (by Becton, Dickinson & 
Co.). 
 
Levy counting chamber (by Arthur H. Thomas Company). 
 
4 tiny gauge 1/2” needles and wires, in brown cardboard box 
 
Black plastic tube. 
 
Glass tube. 
 
Metal shards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


